
From March to September four species of beach-nesting birds call SW Florida beaches home. Least terns and black 
skimmers nest together in mixed colonies along open sandy Gulf beaches. Snowy plovers and Wilson’s plovers nest nearby.

IMPORTANT BIRD SITES

FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE - FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CHAPTER 68A-27 - RULES RELATING TO ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES

68A-27.004. Designation of Threatened Species - The following species are hereby declared to be threatened, and shall be 
afforded the protective provisions specified. No person shall take, possess, transport, molest, harass or sell any threatened 
species included in this subsection or parts thereof or their nests or eggs except as authorized by specific permit from the 
Executive Director, permits being issued only for scientific or conservation purposes and only upon a showing by the applicant 
that the permitted activity will not have a negative impact on the survival potential of the species.  

Least tern (Sterna antillarum albifrons and Snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) 

68A-27.005. Designation of Species of Special Concern - The following species are hereby declared to be of special concern, 
and shall be afforded the protective provisions specified. No person shall take, possess, transport, or sell, any species of 
special concern included in this rule or parts thereof or their nests or eggs except as authorized by Commission regulations or 
by permit from the executive director or by statute or regulation of any other state agency, permits being issued upon 
reasonable conclusion that the permitted activity will not be detrimental to the survival potential of the species.

Black skimmer (Rynchops niger)

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 - The Migratory Bird Treaty Act decreed that all migratory birds and their parts 
(including eggs, nests, and feathers) were fully protected.

Florida Administrative Code 39-19.005 – Critical Wildlife Areas
It is illegal to take or disturb any wildlife, enter or operate a vehicle, or knowingly allow a dog under your care within any CWA during the 
period designated by the Establishment Order for the area. Violation of this rule is a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of $500 
and/or 60 days imprisonment for first offenses.

Florida Administrative Code - CHAPTER 18-23 STATE BUFFER PRESERVES - 18-23.007 Activities in Buffer 
Preserves
(a) Prohibited Activities:

1. Consumption of alcoholic beverages. This does not apply to the natural islands of the Buffer Preserves.

2. Hunting, harassing, possessing or trapping wildlife.

3. Use of animal trapping or concealment devices.

4. Use of firearms of any type or other weapons potentially dangerous to wildlife and humans, including shooting into Buffer Preserves from beyond the 
boundaries.

5. Admission of unleashed domestic animals, except those assisting the handicapped.

6. Transplantation or removal of any plant or animal, or parts of plants or animals (living or dead), except as provided herein.

7. Removal, disturbance, pollution or destruction of property, or natural or cultural resources.

8. Solicitation or distribution of commercial materials and advertising of any commercial event, other than Department materials or announcements of 
Department-sponsored or sanctioned events and gatherings.

(b) Limited Activities:

2. Camping may be conducted only in designated areas.

3. Fires are allowed only in designated areas.

4. Visitors shall be responsible for the proper disposal of all waste-water, refuse and trash by placing it in designated containers, if provided, or removed 
to an off-site disposal facility or receptacle.

(d) Closures. 

The Department, in furtherance of the policy and intent of Chapter 253, F.S., shall close any Buffer Preserve or section thereof to the public at any time 
and for any interval of time, when necessary to protect: public health, safety or welfare due to causes such as fire, weather conditions, natural hazards, 
management activities or environmental conditions; natural resources such as seasonally nesting birds at a specific site; and cultural resources 
such as Indian middens. Staff of the Department’s Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas shall post the closings.  Specific Authority 253.86(1) 
FS. Law Implemented 253.86, Ch. 258, Part II FS. History–New 8-7-94, Amended 5-8-96, 7-1-03.

City of Marco – Municipal Code - Sec. 54-36. Regulation of use and conduct on the beach.
(b) Restrictions on animals on the beach. It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having under their control any animal, to permit such animal upon 
the beach, except guide dogs accompanying visually impaired persons or hearing ear dogs accompanying hearing impaired persons shall be allowed on 
the beach at all times.

(Ord. No. 98-12, § 5, 9-8-1998; Ord. No. 02-30, § 5, 10-21-2002)


